
Make sure everyone wears a seatbelt 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/safe-driving-practices.shtml 

All Ontario motor vehicle drivers and passengers must wear a seatbelt that is: 

● properly adjusted  
● securely fastened  

 Mandarin  安全带适合每个 

   Cantonese  安全帶適合所有人 

Drivers are also responsible for ensuring any children who are not big enough or old 

enough to use a seatbelt are secured in an appropriate child car seat or booster seat. 

If you wear a seatbelt properly, you are more likely to survive a crash. Evidence shows that Ontario's 

seatbelt law works and has helped strengthen our leading road safety record. 

Passengers under age 16 

While they're not required to sit in the back seat, research has shown that children under age 13 are 

safest in the back seat of motor vehicles away from active airbags. 

Exception: Where a back seat is unavailable, or if the back seat is a sideways facing seat, such as in a 

light-duty truck, children can sit in the front seat only if: 

● there is no active airbag for the front seat 

OR 

● the front air bag can be switched off* 

*If there is no switch to turn the air bag on/off, visit Transport Canada for more information on 

their deactivation program.  You can get information on child passenger safety from your local 

public health unit. 

Passengers over age 16 

Passengers who are 16 years of age or older are responsible for buckling up themselves. If you appear to 

be at least 16 years of age, police officers can ask you for your name, address and date of birth. You will 

face a fine if you are not using or wearing a seatbelt properly. 

 

 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/safe-driving-practices.shtml
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/roadsafety/tp-tp13178-menu-124.htm


Seatbelt fines 

If you are driving, you can face a fine if you or anyone in your vehicle under age 16 is not wearing a 

seatbelt or secured in a proper child seat. If you are convicted, you will: 

● be fined between $200 and $1,000 

● receive two demerit points - demerit points remain on your driving record for two years 

You can also be fined for having a broken seatbelt, even if it is not being used when you're stopped 

by a police officer. 

Seatbelt tips 

Do: 

● wear your seatbelt so that it crosses your chest and your lower hips - these areas of the body 

are better able to resist the force of a crash 

● make sure you have one working seatbelt for every person in your vehicle 

If you're pregnant, you still need to wear a seatbelt. You should: 

● wear both the lap and shoulder belt 

● sit as upright as possible 

● wear the lap belt low so it pulls downward on your pelvic bones and not across your stomach 

Do not: 

● wear any part of your seatbelt twisted - a twisted seatbelt won't spread the force of a crash 

across your body to protect you properly 

● put the shoulder strap under your arm or behind your back 

Air bags do not take the place of a seatbelt. They won't prevent you or your passengers from being 

thrown out of your car, and they can also injure children. 

 

 

“Nearly one third of all passengers killed in traffic collisions in Ontario 
were not wearing seatbelts.  Ontario's one-person one-seatbelt law 
requires every occupant in a motor vehicle to buckle up properly. It is 
also mandatory for anyone transporting children under age 16 to ensure 
they are properly secured in the appropriate child safety seat.”   
 
 
 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/seatbelt.htm


系好安全带。这是法律。 綁實安全帶. 是法律 
Xì hǎo ānquán dài. Zhè shì fǎlǜ. 安全帶拯救生命。Cantonese 

安全带可以挽救生命。 
Ānquán dài kěyǐ wǎnjiù shēngmìng. Mandarin 

Wear your seatbelt.  It’s the law. 
Seatbelts save lives. 

 
 

 
 
 


