
 

October 20, 2019 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

Halloween on October 31, 2019 

 

For some members of our community, Halloween brings memories of dress-up parades, costume competitions, and               

classroom parties, whereas for others it bears a very different meaning. 

 

In the York Region District School Board, Equity and Inclusive Education is the foundation for excellence. As with                  

each of our traditions and ways of doing things, we continue to revisit our practices in an effort to ensure that                     

we, “Demonstrate equity and inclusivity in all we do”. It is important for us to recognize that not all families                    

celebrate and participate in Halloween. The reasons for not participating are varied, and they include cultural                

beliefs, faith, socioeconomic status, and personal reasons. 

 

At Beckett Farm PS, we continue to honour and respect inclusivity. On October 31st, 2019, students may choose to                   

celebrate Halloween by dressing in costume and if so, must comply with the school policy. Costume accessories                 

including, but not limited to, toy guns, knives, axes, swords, masks, etc. are not permitted and are not in                   

compliance with The York Region District School Board’s Safe Schools Policy #668.0. Some students may dress up                 

in fall/autumn colours (orange, black, yellow, etc.) to recognize fall celebrations (giving thanks, etc). Dressing up for                 

Halloween is not a school expectation. Further, any Halloween activities planned during the day will continue to                 

connect with the curriculum and alternatives will always be provided. 

  

Finally, many costumes are being sold in stores that do not fit with our Equity and Inclusivity policy. Cultural regalia                    

or any outfit that perpetuates harmful stereotypes and stigmas should not be worn as a costume. For example,                  

costumes based on tragic moments in history (such as slaves, Pocahontas etc.), represents a stereotype, mocks                

gender or commits cultural appropriation are not allowed. Traditional cultural clothing that is representative of               

one’s culture is not a costume.  
● Traditional Indigenous dress  

● Hijab, sari, South Asian red dots on foreheads 

● Sombreros 

● Hats with attached hair (dreadlocks, an afro etc.) 

 

Thank you for your understanding. Together, we will continue to proudly live out our belief that diversity is our 

strength, equity is our commitment and inclusion is our goal.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fayza Prebtani 

  

 

  


