
M E M O R A N D U M  
TO: Principals, Managers 

CC: Supervisory Officers 

FROM: Cecil Roach, Coordinating Superintendent of Education, 
Indigenous Education and Equity 
Donna Ford, Principal, Inclusive School and Community Services 

DATE: December 19, 2018 

SUBJECT: Tamil Heritage Month – January 2019 

On October 5, 2016, Motion M-24 was passed in the Federal Parliament, officially 
proclaiming January of every year as Tamil Heritage Month (THM). Thus, we are pleased 
to invite you to join us in acknowledging and celebrating Tamil Heritage Month in Canada.  
Tamil Heritage Month aims to celebrate the richness of the Tamil language and its 
literature, as well as to highlight the vibrant traditions, histories, arts, and cultures of Tamil 
Canadians.  In addition, it seeks to recognize the significant contributions of Tamil 
Canadians in key areas of social, cultural, economic, and political spheres. 
According to the Tamil calendar, January 14, 2019 is the month of “Thai” and the start of 
the Tamil New Year. On this day Tamils around the diaspora will be celebrating Tamil 
New Year and Thai Pongal, the Tamil harvest festival. Thai Pongal is the most important 
and widely-celebrated festival amongst Tamils around the globe. Thai Pongal is a time to 
give thanks for the blessings of the previous year and a time to look forward to the New 
Year. 
Pongal refers to rice cooked in milk and sweetened with chakkarai (brown cane sugar). 
On Thai Pongal members of the family wake up early in the morning, dress in new clothes 
and gather together to cook the traditional Pongal meal. Additional ingredients used in 
this special dish include milk-roasted green gram (payaru), raisins, cashew nuts 
(optional), and cardamom. Pongal is served with fruits (banana and mango) on a banana 
leaf, and the family gives thanks to the sun and the farmers for a bountiful harvest before 
sharing the special dish with family members, friends and neighbours. 
Inclusive School & Community Services, Board Vice-Chair Trustee Juanita Nathan, 
Settlement and Education Partnership in York Region (SEPYR), Educators for Tamil 
Student Success in partnership with Community Agencies will be hosting the following 
events to celebrate our Tamil Heritage with our school communities: 
Markham Civic Centre: 
January 10, 2019 -Tamil Heritage month opening ceremony and poster release for 2019- 

6pm onwards. 
  



Middlefield Collegiate Institute:  
January 19, 2019 – Tamil Student Conference for grades 6 to 8 students. 
January 20, 2019 – Markham Tamil Organization in partnership with Tamil Student 

Associations from secondary schools celebrates Thai Pongal. 
Richmond Green Secondary School: 
January 22, 2019 – Professional Development on supporting our Tamil students. 
Stouffville District Secondary School: 
January 25, 2019 –Stouffville Multicultural Association in partnership with Stouffville 

District Secondary School celebrates Thai Pongal - 6:30pm onwards. 
Throughout the month: 
Tamil Heritage month research project - for grades 4 to 12  
International Languages Program workshops hosted by community Partners 
School assemblies and workshops in collaboration with community partners and elders. 

For further information about Tamil Heritage Month calendar events, please check the 
board’s portal for flyers and information handouts. 

For further information about Tamil Heritage Month calendar events please check the 
board’s portal for flyers and information handouts.  To obtain the official Tamil Heritage 
month poster, and resources for your school please contact Initiha Subramaniam, 
Teacher Liaison, by email initha.subramaniam@yrdsb.ca, Logini Vinay, School 
Settlement Worker, livinay@ccsyr.org or Pirasanya Gnansuntharam 
Pirasanya.gnansuntharam@yrdsb.ca 
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